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order of Sucacae, of the genus Sargussum, produces,
when dry, a gelatinous matter, rich and nutritious. Tha
reporter and his companions, after having eaten a quantity
of lithodomes, sucked the sargussum, of which the taste
was very tolerable. It is used in parts of the East very
considerably by the natives. " Never mind 1" said the
sailor, "the captain will help us soon." Meanwhile the
cold became very severe, and unhappily they had no
means of defending themselves from it.
The sailor, extremely vexed, tried in all sorts of ways to
procure fire. Neb helped him in this work. He found
some dry moss, and by striking together two pebbles he
obtained some sparks, but the moss, not being inflammable
enough, did not take fire, for the sparks were really
only incandescent, and not at all of the same consistency
as those which are emitted from flint when struck in
the same manner. The experiment, therefore, did not
succeed.
Pencroft, although he had no confidence in the proceed-
ing, then tried rubbing two pieces of dry wood together, as
savages do. Certainly, the movement which he and Neb
gave themselves, if they had been transformed into heat,
according to the new theory, would have been enough to
heat the boiler of a steamer! It came to nothing. The
bits of wood became hot, to be sure, but much less so than
the operators themselves.